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Ghost Trackers Newsletter 

The Ghost Trackers Newsletter is the official paranormal publication of the 
Ghost Research Society. The GRS was founded in 1978 by Martin V. Riccardo and this 
publication soon followed in September of 1982. It is published and edited by Dale 
D. Kaczmarek, President and is put out in February, June and October. 

The Ghost Research Society is a membership organization devoted to 
collecting, analyzing and researching all forms of the paranormal with an emphasis 
on ghosts, hauntings, poltergeists and life after death. Different memberships are 
available for those wishing to become more actively involved. We are also looking 
for officers, State Coordinators, Field Investigators and Area Research Directors 
for various states and countries. 

Regular memberships are $12.00 per year and include three issues of the Ghost 
Trackers Newsletter, GRS button, membership card, discounts to GRS sponsored events 
and tours, FREE photo analysis service and discounts on new and used books with FREE 
finder service available. Send wants! SUstaining Memberships are $17. 00 and 
include the above and the opportunity of helping with ghost research and attending 
field excursions (Midwest members only and subject to interview) at least twice a 
year. Contributing Memberships are $22.00 and besides the above receive a free 
newspaper clipping service for your particular state (or country) sent on an 
irregular basis with your subscription. Multi-year, Patron and Lifetime Memberships 
are also available. If interested in those, please request further information. 

Back issues of most newsletters are available for $4.00 per issue or any three 
for $10.00 for members only. Cost for non-members is $5.00 per issue or any three 
for $13.00. Non-members must also include postal charges as follows: $1.00 for the 
first issue ordered and $. 75 for each additional issue. All back issues are shipped 
via first-class mail. Write for FREE back issue list! 

The GRS is always on the lookout for photographs, newspaper clippings, 
articles, personal encounters or simply interesting anecdotes for publication. You 
will always receive full credit for anything published and that issue free of 
charge. All articles and stories become the property of the GRS and cannot be 
reprinted without written permission from the editor and author of the article. 
Those wishing to have articles, photographs, etc. returned must include a SASE with 1 
proper postage. All articles published are copyrighted! 

current Chain of Command 

Dale D. Kac zmarek . President & Editor 

Mar tin V .  Riccardo Founder o f  GRS 

Tom Perrot t  . . . . . . . Area Research Dir. 

Richard Senate 

Tom Perrot t  Regular Columnis t s  

Maurice Schwalm 

Send a l l  inquiries and subscriptions to: Ghost Research Soc iety , 
c / o  Dale D. Kac zmarek , PO Box 2 0 5 , Oak Lawn , IL. 6 0 4 5 4 - 0 2 0 5  or call  
( 7 0 8 ) 4 2 5 - 5 1 6 3 . Make a l l  checks and money orders payable to Dale 
Kac zmarek. 
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Editors page : 

The o f f ic ial By-Laws o f  the GRS are now available to a l l  
members who reques t them. In an attempt to save on pos tal charges , 
these wil l  only be mai led to those who wri te for a copy and inc lude 
a large # 1 0  legal s i ze SASE wi th $. 5 2  as pos tage. If  you are a 
State Coordinator , Area Research Direc tor or Field Inves tigator , 
these By-Laws are now in your hands wi th thi s  news let ter. The By­
Laws , s imply s tated , are the rules and regulat ions for the GRS. I 
bel ieve that every organi zat ion needs some rules to follow and 
whi le not many , they are spec i f ic and nece s sary. From t ime to 
t ime ,  these By-Laws wi l l  be revi sed as needed. 

I wi sh to thank Rev. Speaker Gerald Pol ley ,  Andy Jare t t , John 
Anderson , Lucy So l i s , F. S. Mi l ler and B i l l  Ful ler for a l l  the 
wonder ful c l ippings you sent my way. Spec i f ic thanks a l s o  go out 
to Dan Susnara for the videotape he dubbed for me , Barbara 
McMenemin for the book , Sus ie Thompson for the book . .  Photographing 
The Invi s ible . .  , Heidi Skopes for the s trange paranormal 
photographs , Stanley Suho for his  cons tant elec tronic expert i s e  and 
more recently for the bui lding and donating o f  a Geiger c ounter and 
Andy Jarett for the book 11Time : The Ul timate Energy .. and the vas t  
loads o f  used c omputer s o f tware which he recently donated. Thanks 
to all , the donations are much apprec iated ! 

S ince the las t edi t i on ,  we have added 1 0  new member s  and have 
received renewal s  from 8 .  Welcome to the new and welcome back to 
the o ld ! 

Their are s t i l l  some members who are sending their renewal 
chE�cks made out in the improper fashion. As I ' ve mentioned many 
times in the pas t , all checks or money orders mus t  be made payable 
to Dale Kac zmarek and not GRS , Ghos t  Trackers News letter , etc. In 
the near future thi s  pol icy may be changing , but for the present 
all checks mus t  have Dale Kac zmarek as the payee. We c anno t  and 
wi l l  not accept checks made out in any o ther fashion in the future. 
Those checks or money orders improperly f i l led out wi l l  be returned 
to sender. The GRS does not at present have an account set up for 
the GRS or Gho s t  Trackers News letter and mus t  cash those checks 
made out in that way at a local currency exchange where a check 
cashing fee i s  charged thus robbing the GRS o f  much needed revenue. 
I hope you can unders tand our s i tuation. 

Tom Perrot t  o f  the Gho s t  C lub in England has recen t ly made me 
an Honorary Li fe Member o f  the Gho s t  Club wi th ful l  bene f i ts.  Thi s  
i s  a very great honor for �e and I wi sh t o  thank Mr. Perro t t  for 
thi s  appointment ! Thanks Tom ! ! It was good to hear your voice 
during our recent telephone conversation. 

Robert S toebe is  the mos t  recent Sus taining Member o f  the GRS. 
The news let ter o f  the quarter is Psychic News from England. 

The only weekly paranormal publ ication o f  i t ' s  kind. Subscript ions 
are $ 6 0. 0 0  per year and mai l  to : Psychic Pres s Ltd. , 2 Tavi s tock 
Chambers ,  Bloomsbury Way , London WC1A 2 SE ,  Uni ted Kingdom. 
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Ghost Research Society 

Thi s  pas t Apri l  the GRS had a Special Inve s t igation s taged at 
That S teak Joynt , 1 6 1 0  N. Wel l s  in Chicago. Eleven members of the 
GRS and Jane t Davi s from WLS-TV ( Channel 7 }  and a cameraman s tayed 
the overnight in thi s mos t  haunted res taurant; s c ene o f  mos t  
inexplicable phenomena. 

At the t ime o f  thi s wri t ing ( late Apr i l } informa t i on and 
pictures were s t i l l  f lowing in from that evening. We had set up 
outpos t s  and a command center plus a few roamers and many did 
experience something extraordinary some time throughout the s take­
out. 

Employed were several pieces of spec ial ly bui l t  equipment such 
as a Geiger counter and a Negative Ion detec tor. Also used were 
infrared de tec t ion devices and a Gau s s  meter to detec t s l ight 
deviations of elec tromagnetic fields and there were plenty of those 
throughout the night. Much o f  the equipment was bui l t  and donated 
by Stanley Suho o f  Bridgeview , I l l inoi s. 

Other equipment inc luded camcorders , 3 5mm cameras loaded wi th 
4 0 0  ASA co lor s l ide f i lm ,  4 0 0  ASA black and whi te infrared f i lm and 
4 0 0  ASA black and whi te Tri -X f i lm which i s  very sens i t ive to the 
ul traviolet end o f  the spec trum. Portable tape recorder s  and 
magnetic compas se s  were also used wi th varying degrees o f  suc c e s s. 

Thi s  inve s t igation was televi sed dur ing the 1 0pm news 
broadcast on WLS-TV and wi l l  probably receive o ther attention as 
wel l. 

O f  the ver i f ied resu l t s  thus far inc lude an e lec tromagnetic 
burs t  on a camcorder mounted at the top of the s tairs at exac t ly 
the same t ime an elec tromagnet ic anomaly was occurring several feet 
away and downs tairs. At the beginning· of the second moni toring j. 
video located at the top o f  the s tairs , a high-pi tched whine was 
heard followed by two gut tural groans o f  a extremely high qual i ty ! 
A few pic ture s  submi t ted to me so far might indicate something o f  
a paranormal nature inso far a s  no f lash was used i n  the taking o f  
those pic tures. 

Much paperwork and pos s ible paranormal encounters s t i l l  need 
to be looked into be fore thi s inve s t igation can be c ons idered 
c losed. In the upcoming months ano ther pos s ible Spec ial 
Inve s t igation might be scheduled for yet another a l l eged haunted 
res taurant in Chicago. De tai l s  and information at present i s  
ske tchy. 
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The Musings Of a Ghosthunter 

By 

Tom Perrott 

A pauc ity o f  good cases o f  haunting over the pas t few months , 
al though i t  has deprived me o f  paranormal news wor th report ing , has 
neverthe less provided me wi th the opportuni ty of reviewing and 
reas ses s ing the world o f  Gho s t s  and Haunt ings in general , knowing 
ful l  wel l  that new and fresh looks at old be l i e f s  can o f ten prove 
bene f ic ial . 

As a Li fe Member o f  bo th the Folklore Soc iety and o f  the 
Soc iety for Psychical Re search , I am given the choice o f  
approaching thi s  very controversial subj ec t through the eyes o f  
bo th an hi s tor ian and a sc ienti s t , and l ike s o  many o f  u s  in a 
purely amateur capac i ty in bo th cases . Thi s  means that I am 
bl i s s fully free o f  many o f  the orthodox prej udices so  o f ten 
rel igious ly held by member s  o f  the academic e s tabl i shment . 

Whi l s t  i t  would be deeply sat i s fying to be able to prove 
beyond any shadow o f  a doubt that a case one has personal ly 
inve s t igated can be proven conc lus ively to have· been o f  a 
paranormal nature , thereby giving members o f  the orthodoxy the 
ground for many s leepless night s ,  it is also s a t i s fying be able to 
regard these phenomena from an his torical approach , and to try and 
f ind out whe ther they are the awakenings o f  folk memories which 
would have been o therwi se long forgot ten and l o s t . 

We are lucky in thi s  country in that our hi s tory extends over 
many centuries and some times in taking a c ircumspenc ive view o f  our 
gho s t  s tories , many instances of near- forgot ten tradi tions based on 
our pas t his tory might wel l  be revealed . 

Prehis toric barrows and tumu l i  excavated in areas known for 
the ir his tor ical ar t i fac t s , have o f ten uncovered headle s s  skele tons 
in the ir burial chambers . Could they have been the vic t ims o f  
certain decapi tat ion r i tual s ,  for the human head was revered by our 
Cel t ic anc e s tors , and could they have s tarted the legends o f  
haunt ings by headle s s  spec ters . Do the occas ional s ight ings , bo th 
audio and vi sual o f  Roman legions marching acro s s  the r idges o f  
Flowers Barrow in the county o f  Dorset and i n  the c e l lar o f  the 
famous ·Treasurer ' s  House in the anc ient c i ty o f  York , symbo l i z e  
ac tual haunt ings hundreds o f  years ago , and does the al leged sound 
o f  the i l l - fated Lawrence o f  Arabia ' s  high-powered motor bike in 
the lanes around his former home , indicate that an ac tual inc ident 
i s  be ing replayed for pos teri ty ,  or i s  i t  a s ign that that doughty 
warrior i s  some miraculous way survived his bodi ly death , and 
wi shed to make present day people aware o f  that fac t . 

The e f forts o f  the genuine gho s t -hunt ing hi s torian are o f ten 
hampered by certain commerc ial interes ts who invent s tories o f  
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hauntings .. for the benefit of the touris t s, who wi l l  bel i eve 
anything! .. (I quo te) On the other hand who knows but that some of 
the gho s t  s tories we now be lieve to have been tradit ional might 
also have been invented by medieval commerc ial intere s t s, for the 
bene f i t  o f  pi lgr ims vi s i t ing such hal lowed s i tes as the tomb of St. 
Thomas Becke t t  at Canterbury, or the cheri shed tomb o f  S t. Swithum 
at Winches ter . 

Perhaps ins tead o f  conduc t ing vigil s in draughty places and 
s training one's ears to hear the smal l e s t  creak on the s tairs, we 
should spend more t ime s tudying our history and make every e f fort 
to separate fac t from f ic tion, because if the tradi t i onal legends 
have hi s tor ical origins, the fac t s  could o f ten be con f i rmed in 
contemporary records . 

I t  i s  so  tempt ing in the world o f  the paranormal to j ump to 
supernatural conc lus ions be fore thoroughly weighing up the pros and 
cons o f  the matters under inve s t igat ion . 

Submi t ted by : 

Tom Perro tt, 9 3  The Avenue, Muswel l  Hi l l, London NlO 2QG, Uni ted 
Kingdom and Area Research Direc tor in England . 
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The Ghost of 
Walks 

Edgar Allen 
Baltimore 

By 

Richard Senate 

Poe 

The tragic l i fe o f  America's f irs t internat i onal ly know poet 
ended at the age o f  40  wandering the s treets del i rious and mad. He 
died one week later on the night o f  Oc tober 7 ,  1 8 4 9 . He was bur ied 
in the cemetery of Wes tmins ter Church next to the body o f  hi s young 
wi fe. But , they say that on nights when the moon i s  ful l  hi s gho s t  
rises from the grave and wander s  the s tree ts and cemetery. Hi s 
long haired form shu f f les through the lanes and through the weed 
infes ted graves s t i ll c lutching hi s bot t le of spir i t s , hi s eyes 
wide and blood- shot . The old church yard was once on the edge o f  
town but now i t  s tands surrounded by tall skyscraper s. The l i t t le 
church s tands as a re l ic o f  ano ther t ime. Poe i s  in good c ompany 
and a number o f  Bal t imore's great s  res t  near the 'mas ter o f  the 
macabre'. 

I f  tragedy i s  the c ause o f  gho s t s  to wander the night i t  
should be no surpri s e  that Poe haunts the l i tt le brick church. He 
was born 'in a suitcase' as the son o f  two poor ac tors in Bos ton in 
the year 1 8 0 9. Orphaned in 1 8 12 he was taken in by a Mr. John 
Al len and later he added h i s  fos ter father's name to hi s own as a 
ges ture o f  respec t for the man who gave him a home , but never 
adopted him. The young Poe showed promise and was sent to private 
schoo l s; entering the Univers i ty of Virginia at the age of 17. In 
di sgrace over heavy gambl ing debts he was forced to wi thdraw from 
the univers i ty. He enl i s ted in the Army and publ i shed his f i r s t  
poems. They were publ i shed anonymous ly. In 1 8 3 0 he entered Wes t  
Point. During his months at the academy there i s  a s tory that 
reflec t s  his di sdain for regulations. An order was pos ted s tating 
that boots and gloves mus t  be worn at rol l  c a l l  each morning. The 
next morning he reported at rol l  call  wearing only boot s  and 
gloves. He was di smi s sed as a troublemaker the next year. 

Years later , when he had landed a j ob at a magaz.ine , he 
married his 14 year old cous in , Virginia , and moved in wi th her 
mo ther. Hi s output o f  s tories and poems reached i t s  z eni th wi th 
the publication o f  such mas terpieces as 11 The Raven .. , 11 The P i t  and 
the Pendulum .. and 11 The Cask o f  Amont i l lado .. . 

Af ter eleven years o f  marriage , his young wi fe died , sending 
the poet into a dark dreary mourning. He a t tempted suic ide , drank 
to exces s , and began a number o f  tragic love a f fairs. In the las t 
two years o f  hi s l i fe he produced only four poems. Travel ing by 
train to New York he vanished only to turn up , deranged ,  on the 
s treets o f  Bal timore. 
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A number of mys teries exis t about the death of Poe and what 
really happened in tho se las t days of his exis tence . Many be lieve 
that he fe ll vic tim to the use of powerful drugs and l iquor . He 
may wel l  have s topped in Bal timore to vis i t  the grave o f  hi s wife 
and in a f i t  of grief began hi s las t drinking spree that ended in 
insani ty and death . Another genius l e f t  to self-de s truc t .  The 
ghos t o f  Poe i s  one of several who haunt the old church yard . 

A Civi l War general i s  said to wander the graveyard s ti l l  in 
pain over all the fine young men he ordered into certain death in 
some of the bat t les of that American tragedy . Ano ther gho s t  is 
that of a crying child rumored to have been buried al ive by mis take 
and s t i l l  sobbing through the vaults and tombs . The gho s t s  are so  
wel l  known that groups frequent ly wait, hoping to catch a f l eeting 
glance of a sheeted spec ter . Wil l  the gho s t  o f  Edgar Al len Poe 
ever f ind res t? If it is up to the would-be gho s t  hunters and 
touri s t s  the answer mus t  be - nevermore ! 

Submi t ted by : 
9 3 0 10.  

Richard Senate , 4 2 2  S taunton S t . ,  Camari l lo , CA . 
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Little Ghosts 

By 

Daphne Plowman 

It i s  very sad when a chi ld dies, and even s adder to think of 
a l i ttle .. l o s t  spiri t  .. . There are however, many reports of gho s t s  
o f  chi ldren, and often they seem at trac ted t o  o ther chi ldren, now 
l iving in what apparent ly they s ti l l  feel i s  the ir home . Three 
recent inve s t igat ions have involved 11l i t tle gho s t s  .. , in two of them 
there are chi ldren l iving in the house today, who could pos s ibly be 
at trac t ing those os tens ible .. spiri t chi ldren .. . In one case, Mark, 
one of the three chi ldren l iving in the house, appears to be 
playing and interac t ing wi th chi ldren and their toys whi ch the 
adu l t s  c anno t see . 

The sound of a bal l  bounc ing in Mark's bedroom was reported, 
and later heard by myself and ano ther inve s t igator . There was no 
one in the bedroom . Mark, aged 3, was s creaming at night and cried 
on occas ions through the day, as though he was t ired of playing but 
the . .  chi ldren " would not go away . We told him to wave at them and 
say ngood-bye " ,  j us t  as though they were ordinary vi s i tors, and 
thi s seemed to help a b i t . I eventual ly invi ted a sens i t ive along 
to see if he could pick up any impres s ions in the house . Now I am 
quite crue l to such people, and I gave him prac t i c a l ly no 
information other than the number of people in the home, and we 
picked him up and drove him to a vas t  counc i l  e s tate ourse lve s . I 
had also warned the fami ly no t to give any informat ion unt � l the 
chap had had a chance to wander round and see what he could find 
out . Thi s  i s  my usual procedure, and we f o l l ow up wi th a general 
di scuss ion . 

In thi s c ase the sens i t ive c ame downs tairs, and smi l ing he 
told us that the house was ful l  of kids, " spiri t chi ldren " ,  who 
were much older than Mark, perhaps about 7 to 9 years o ld, and they 
had brought along the ir toys as we l l . Now thi s may s ound 
extraordinary to many people, and you may now be thinking that I am 
too gul l ible to inve s t igate such cases . Perhaps I am, but we had 
thi s sma l l  child obvious ly seeing something, and interac t ing wi th 
some thing that he and the sens i t ive could see and fee l, but we 
could not . Later, hi s bro ther aged 1 8  months, a l so s tarted to 
interac t in the s ame way . We were lucky to have c ons iderable 
knowledge of the hi s tory of the house, and it seems as though there 
have no t been any chi ldren l iving there in the pas t . Were those 
gate-crashers from the spiri t world, or i s  there another bet ter 
explanation? 

Early l a s t  year we were asked to inve s t igate the ghos t  of a 
l i t t le girl in a large house bui l t  at the turn of the c entury near 
Lanark . The house i s  now run as a ho tel, but soon after i t  was 
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built, Annie aged 7, the daughter of the first owner was killed in 
a riding accident on the grounds. Her playroom, known as .. The 
do lls room .. , is now the hote l's chef's room, in the old nursery 
flat at the top of the building . The chef, and several members of 
the s taff have seen and fe lt the little girl's presence bo th on 
thi s floor, and also on the s tairs . We heard of a reception i s t  who 
had a fright whi le typing at the desk at the foo t  of thi s rather 
grand s taircase . She was frozen to the spo t, as she fe l t  the 
presence on the stairs behind her . On the oppos i te wal l  from the 
bannisters, ( hand rai l s) , is a huge mirror over an enormous 
fireplace. Did the l itt le girl crouch down and look at her 
reflec tion in the mirror, through the gaps in the bann i s ters? 
There is only room for a child to do thi s . 

We saw Annie's portrai t  painted in o i l s  when she was 3, we 
were surpri sed to see a very mature l i ttle face wi th a very 
de termined expres s ion for such a young chi ld . We also saw the 
l i ttle fami ly cemetery on the grounds where she i s  buried along 
s ide other chi ldren of the fami ly who died in infancy . Her parent s 
were also buried there later . I t  i s  a l l  overgrown, and the wri t ing 
on the graves tone s has almo s t  gone . We used dows ing to find 
Annie's grave and think we located i t . We were accompanied by the 
young chef, who we fe l t, was almost obse s sed by the s tory of Annie . 
Could he be helping the other s taff members to see and feel her 
presence? There has been no evidence of the l i t t le gho s t  
interac t ing wi th the s taff, and perhaps i t  i s  j u s t  l ike an o ld fi lm 
be ing replayed to a recept ive audience . 

One o f  the saddes t  l i ttle gho s t  s tories was told to me by a 
member a few years ago . A lady asked a young medium to help her as 
she thought her bedroom was haunted . She was sure she could hear 
a child whimpering, and the sounds of a dreadful cough coming from 
the corner of the room from diphtheria . When he died, he s a id he 
was afraid to go towards the light, and he was no t heard aga in . A 
lovely fairy tale? Perhaps, but have you got a be t ter hypo the s i s? 

We have recent ly had a report of a case in a 2 0 0  year old 
house in the borders . We are told that there are two young girl s 
in the house aged 5 and 17  . Recent ly the 5 year o ld has been 
see ing a l i t tle ghos t .  I t  now seems that the 17 year old girl saw 
the same figure when she was the same age . I wi l l  tel l  you more 
abou t thi s case at a later date when I have vi s i ted the house . I 
know that young chi ldren are often said to have imaginary friends, 
but in my opinion, in some cases, there i s  s trong evidence for the 
spirit children hypothe s i s  being more applicable .  

Submi tted by : Daphne Plowman, Secre tary o f  the Scott i sh Soc iety For 
Psychical Research, 131 S t irl ing Dr . ,  Bi shopbriggs, Glasgow, G6 4 
3AX . ( Reprinted wi th permi s s ion from Enigimas, 4 1  The Braes, 
Tul l ibody, Clackmannanshire, Scot l and FK1 0 2TT }  
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Non-Seance Encounters 
The Ma�ille, Missouri 

By 

Maurice Schwalm 

Copyright 1994 

With 
Ghost 

I t  has been rumored in psychic c irc les s ince the 1 9 5 0's that 
Northwes tern Mi s souri S tate Univers i ty at Maryvi l le, Mi s souri had 
a haunted dormi tory . But only recent ly has any documentation 
material i zed . The Summer o f  1 9 9 1  i s sue o f  The Alumni Magaz ine 
carries a cover s tory on Roberta Hal l, the dormi tory in ques t ion . 
The bui lding was erec ted in 1 9 23 . I t s  hi s tory was totally rout ine 
unti l  an explos ive event occurred on Apr i l  2 8, 1 9 5 1 . The bui lding 
was almo s t  total ly des troyed by the resu l t s  o f  a u t i l i ty gas tank 
explos ion a mere 1 0 0  feet eas t o f  the bui lding . The tank i t s e l f  
was hur led towards the bui lding . The f lames were vi s ible 7 0  mi les 
away. There were 20  casual ties . Four were c r i t i c a l ly inj ured . 
Later, on November 2 9, 1 9 5 2 ,  one died a f ter a maj or s truggle to 
l ive and c ont inue her c la s s  work . Thi s  was Roberta S teel for whom 
the dormi tory i s: presently named . 

From there on, the hi s tory o f  Roberta Hal l  i s  largely the 
hi s tory o f  i t s  haunt ing by Roberta Steel . The art i c le l i s ts the 
various forms o f  event s  that began· soo;n af ter such as l ights, 
radios and TVs turned on by themselves, water fauc e t s  and doors 
wi th animation, locked windows found open and her photo over the 
f ireplace o f  the lounge found on the f loor on each anniversary o f  
her death . The De l ta Zeta sorori ty tel l s  o f  a member who went to 
the ir meet ing room in the basement only to f ind the door locked . 
But ins ide someone was playing the piano . When she knocked, the 
mus ic stopped, but no one ever emerged . A member o f  Alpha S igma 
Alpha also had an experience in her chapter room . : She f e l l  as leep 
and was shaken awake by an unseen presence that has a l s o  turned o f f  
l ights she knew were le f t  on . Tami Tombl in had a more interac t ive 
experience . The vo lume went down on the radio she was l i s tening 
to . Her roommate said, " OK, Roberta, turn· the radio back up . "  The 
vo lume immediately went back up . Wi th that, Tami go t up and l e f t  
not only the room but the bui lding as wel l  and found quarters 
elsewhere . An ungrate ful response to a cooperative presence ! Tami 
should have tried the s tandard ho t iron burn me thod o f  barring the 
presence from her room . I t  was s tandard prac tice in the dormi tory 
to make a burn mark at the doorway po inted toward the door to 
di scourage Roberta's vi s i t s . I t  worked . But the Res ident ial Li fe 
O f f ice di scouraged that approach wi thout recommending an 
a l ternat ive . 
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Schwalm interviewed seven recent re sidents of the hal l. All 

had had experiences. One felt she might have been pushed by 

another resident the others were quite convinced that it was 

Roberta. Mis s  A.N. saw her dance in circ les in the center of her 

room after apparently trying to get in bed with her. Her roommate 

saw it too. Then Roberta extended her hand towards her and she 

screamed and, as could be expected, the apparition disappeared. 

Too bad real ly. Roberta probably j ust wanted her to try automatic 

writing. As far as could be determined, in all those generations 

of student s, nQ one had attempted a seance or used a Ouij a board. 

Submitted by : 

Maurice Schwalm, PO Box 35 2 2, Kansas City, KS. 6 6 1 03- 0 5 2 2 . 
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Personal Encounters 
As a chi ld I l ived in a s ingle ye l low-bricked house on Main 

S tree t in Hel lertown, Pennsylvania . Our fami ly l ived there for 
about 12 years . My mother experienced frightening encounters wi th 
ghos ts, as did I .  One day a mini s ter's wi fe vi s i ted us and told us 
to leave because the feel ings o f  evi l were so overwhelming . 

Among the inc idents to occur inc luded the time my mo ther 
nearly leaped from her bedroom window, the s trange death of the 
fami ly pet, and two c lose brushes wi th death on my part . 

Eventual ly I depar ted for the U . S .  Army { j ournal i s t­
broadcas ter } and moved into a barracks room in Pirmasens, Wes t  
Germany . Whi le res iding in that par ticular room I experienced 
three particularly terri fying events involving deni z ens of the 
spirit wor ld . 

A gho s tly l ion's head, a malevo lent presence in my wal l  
locker, and a heavy disembodied breathing no i s e  woke me on three 
separate nights . Each t ime I commanded them to leave in the name 
o f  Jesus and they obeyed . 

I didn't experience anything paranormal in an o ther barracks 
room, al though I l ived in three others . The s ame thing happened 
wi th the o ther res idences our fami ly dwel t  in . 

Today another fami ly l ives in the yel low brick house on Main 
S treet . Al though no one's experienced anything supernatural, the 
fami ly exper ienced a divorce, the death o f  the mo ther at a young 
age and many o ther unfortunate inc idents .  

I be l ieve the spirit world inc ludes good and evi l spi r i t s  as 
we ll as ear th-bound spi r i t s  o f  human beings . I also bel i eve we 
have the power over them i f  we have the proper knowledge and fol low 
the proper procedures !  

Submi tted by : Miche le D. Fehr, GRS member from He l lertown, 
Pennsylvania . 

!HE GAT� is ,rou� e'!trance into th'! world of the paranormal. Each us.ue �onta1ns 1niT1gu1ng factual articles and an assortment of SCientific and occult related news clippings from around the world. A sample copy of T_HE GATE c!'n be obta1ned by mailing $2.00 to: P.O. Box 43516, R1chmond He1ghts, Ohio 44143. 
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Strange Events 
Disturb Sauchie Household 

By 

Malcolm Robinson 

A revaluation of Sc otland's mos t famous pol tergeis t event. 

The bigge s t  po l tergeis t case in the annal s  of Sco t tish s trange 
phenomena, occurred in the vi l lage of Sauchie, around four miles 
from where I current ly s tay, back in 1 9 6 0  the event s  of which I ' l l 
de tail in a moment . Since it was indeed a momentous case, in which 
I often wondered what happened to the lit tle girl invo lved . Did 
the c lassmates of the girl s til l remember the events? Wel l  in 1 9 8 7 
I undertook to find out, and I spoke with a few of Virginia 
Campbe l l ' s  c las smates who informed me that they had witnes s ed 
s trange phenomena in the c las sroom . However, when I tried to 
interview the aunt of the girl invo lved, the door was s lammed 
firmly in my face, ( the firs t time that thi s  has ever happened to 
me in all  my time as an inves tigator } . Somewhat disheartened, I 
foolishly abandoned all  plans to keep searching for further people 
invo lved . However, I recent ly fel t  the cha l l enge rise in me again, 
and wi th added vigor, I again set off in pursu i t  o f  c la s smates of 
Virginia Campbe l l . 

But firs t let me take you the reader, a trip down paranormal 
lane, we now find ourselves back in November 1 9 6 0 . Virginia 
Campbell aged 1 1, has come over from Donegal in Ireland to Sauchie 
in Sco tland to live for a short time wi th her aunt and unc le . 
Leaving behind her friends and a pe t dog who had recently died, she 
finds herse lf in a new environment, a vil lage cal led Sauchie near 
the town of Alloa in Central Scotland . Education plays a big part 
in anyone ' s  life, and Virginia found herself in a new schoo l, 
( Criagbank Primary School } .  However, she soon made friends and 

quickly sett led down to a new life far removed from what she was 
used to . 

Be fore I present my updates on thi s s tory, let  me give the 
events as they were recorded by my local newspaper, The Al loa 
Journal . For thi s I to delve into the microfilm archives at  the 
Alloa Library, boy what a trip ! I t  was like going back in t ime, 
we l l  in a sense i t  was . A ful l  afternoon was spent in the library 
go ing through page af ter page o f  microfi lm . The fo l lowing, are 
extrac ts from the Al loa Journal of December 2, 1 9 6 0, in part it 
reads . . . . .. Jus t  over a week ago s trange things began to happen to 
Virginia . Heavy pieces of furniture were seen to move when she 
entered a room, doors opened when she approached them, and then 
were found difficult to shut . Worried and anxious, Virginia ' s  
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bro ther asked the Rev . T . W .  Lund to try and he lp, and Dr . H . W .  
Nisbe t o f  Til licoul try who attends the family, was cal led in . Both 
men have been greatly impres s ed with what they have been told, and 
wi th what they themse lves have seen . 

" The ir concern for the we ll be ing o f  Virginia and her fami ly 
has increased during the pas t  week because of the e f fec t which 
gos sl..p and publ i c i ty are having upon them . Be fore she came to 
Scotland, Virginia los t a pe t dog of which she was very fond o f, 
and a l i t t le girlfriend died . Bo th o f  these occurrences ups e t  her 
very much . One night when sitt ing on the edge of Virginia's bed, 
Mrs . Campbe l l  was roughly pushed o f f, and as she s tood watching, 
she saw the blanket s  and sheets rising and fal l ing above Virginia, 
whi le the chi ld made l i ttle moaning sounds l ike someone in pain " . . .  
The Al loa Journal in thi s very large artic le, goes on at length to 
s tate that Rev . Lund and Dr . Nisbet re fused to make any public 
s tatements or comments regarding thi s  case . As the days wore on, 
further and more worrying s trange events occurred wi thin the 
Campbe l l  household . The National Pre s s  got wind o f  the s tory, and 
soon the vi l lage o f  Sauchie was awash wi th reporter s . The Al loa 
Journal in thi s  2nd o f  December 1 9 6 0  art i c le goes on . . . .  " Mr .  James 
Henderson, Secretary o f  the Al loa Spi r i tual i s t  Church said, 'In my 
opinion, thi s l i t t le girl has certain unusual psychi c  qual i ti e s, 
and I am convinced that some person who has pas s ed on, i s  trying to 
communicate through her . I bel ieve that a respons ible medium 
should be taken to see the little girl, for such a person could 
certainly help her . The medium might be able to take over from 
Virginia, the pres sure which i s  be ing put upon her from the o ther 
s ide, and so bring re l i e f  to her . I am convinced that thi s l i t t l e  
girl, i f  properly looked a f ter spiri tual ly, might b e  able to help 
many hundreds o f  people as the late He len Duncan did ( a  famous 
Sco t t i sh psychic medium' . "  

From the Alloa Journal's s i s ter paper , The Al loa Adverti ser, 
I take the fo l lowing quo tes . . . .  " Dr .  Ni sbe t said, 'Virginia i s  not 
respons ible for what has happened . The chi ld i s  innocent . What 
has taken place was no t conj ured by the chi ld hersel f, an outs ide 
agent i s  respons ible . Be l i eve me, something unfortunate has been 
go ing on in that house . The girl was hys terical a l l  the t ime the 
phenomena were appearing . We dec ided then to try sedation . 
Virg inia was given mi ld tranqui l i zers to qui e t  her . I f  the 
phenomena were being conj ured by her own imagination ,  they would no 
longer appear i f  her brain was dulled . But even though the brain 
was not working normal ly, the phenomena s ti l l  appeared " . . . . .  

The Advert i ser s tory goes on to inform i t s  readers that 
Virginia was moved to another house in the town o f  Do l l ar but 
sadly, the strange event s followed her, and soon a f ter she returned 
back to Sauchie . No t only were these s trange events occurring in 
Virginia's home in Sauchie, but they followed her to s chool, and 
these part icular event s  I' 11 cover shortly . Thi s  case was becoming 
bigger and bigger every day . The Campbel l  fami ly friends, 
neighbors and anyone who knew young Virginia, were cons tant ly 
hounded by the pre s s . The s train on the Campbe l l  fami ly was 
beginning to tel l  and the protec t ion o f  young Virginia was utmo s t  
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on their minds. Meantime, the events intens i f ied. From The Al loa 
Journal of 16th December 1 960, I take the fol lowing quotes . . . .. .  Two 
Ti l l ico�ltry doctors used a tape recording of sound phenomena which 
had been heard during the recent psychic i l lnes s  of l ittle Virginia 
Campbell, in the BBC Scottish Home Service program Scope On 
TUesday. The sounds in themse lves were not terri fying, but when a 
chi ld's vo ice started screaming 'Mummy, mummy', that happened when 
Virginia saw the l id of the l inen basket starting to open, the 
doctors explained that it was then that l i steners rea l i zed that 
something unusual was happening . 

. .  Mr. MacDonald, Reverend of St . George's West Church in 
Edinburgh, described the sounds and movements witnes sed, and he 
cons idered that there were two explanations, and he favored the 
explanation that the phenomena were caused by some 'lower forms of 
intel l igence' . .  . . . . SPI ( Strange Phenomena Investigations) are 
currently trying to obtain not only the audio recordings made at 
that time, but also the piece of c ine footage which allegedly shows 
some phenomena occurring within the home . 

1994 A Revaluation. 
So there we have it, a very interesting case, which is sti l l  

to this day talked about i n  the towns and vi l l ages in 
Clackmannanshire . As I mentioned at the beginning of thi s  artic le, 
I had always wanted to f ind out more about thi s  case and to speak 
with those concerned and to inform the readers of Enigmas, about 
this monumental case . At thi s  point in time, SPI's Helen Walters 
and I, were working together on a haunting in the town of 
Kirkcaldy . Our local paper, The Al loa Advert i ser, interviewed both 
He len and I regarding the Kirkcaldy case. And i t  was whi l st being 
interviewed by the paper, that I made the plea for any person or 
persons who knew Virginia Campbel l, or were in the same c la s s  as 
her, to get in touch wi th me . The s tory made front page headl ines 
and soon after I received a telephone call  from a local lady who 
although wasn't in Virginia's c las s, was very friendly with the 
teacher . Thi s  lady gave me the telephone number of the teacher who 
took Virginia's c lass, and I now present some notes taken from my 
telephone cal l to the teacher, a Mrs . Margaret Davidson, formal ly 
known as Mi s s  Margaret Stewart . 

Virginia's School Teacher Rec ol l ec ts . 
• • • • 11Virginia was a shy withdrawn girl, but very pleasant . 

She wasn't real ly forthcoming but was normal in every other way and 
she was good at her les sons . I had never rea l ly heard the word 
'Polterge ist' be fore, indeed I thought it was a name for some form 
of medic ine ! That's how naive I was to the word. The f irst time 
I became aware o f  something strange was when I had given the c lass 
an es say to do . The c lass was quiet, and a l l  the chi ldren had 
the ir heads down bent over the ir j otters bus i ly writing away . In 
1 960 we sti l l  had the old school desk which had a l id top . Anyway, 
I looked over at Virginia, and noticed that she was s itting with 
both hands pres sed firmly down on the top o f  her desk l id. I ro se 
from my chair and walked over to Virginia . I then was surpri sed to 
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see the desk l id ri se and fal l with Virginia trying her best to 
keep the l id shut with her hands . 

"At thi s  po int a chi ld in front o f  Virginia rose to take her 
j otter over to my desk, no sooner had she left her seat, then her 
desk rose a few inches o f f  the f loor on i t s  4 legs! I then 
explained to the c la s s  that I would be back in a few minutes, and 
during thi s t ime I went to see the school Headmaster, a Mr . Peter 
Hi l l . I said to him that there was something funny going on in my 
c lassroom, and explained to him o f  what I j ust saw . Mr . Hi l l  said 
that he had 'heard talk' of strange things go ing on in the Campbel l  
hous ehold . H e  then asked to see Virginia and said to me to explain 
to Virginia's c las smates that Virginia may be go ing home for a few 
days as she is  feel ing unwel l, and that there might be talk from 
others o f  ghosts centered around her . They were not to bel ieve 
thi s, they were j ust rumors . Thi s  i s  what he more or les s to ld me 
to say . 

"Anyway I went back to the c lassroom, summoned Virginia over, 
and to ld her that the headmaster wanted to talk to her . As 
Virginia l e f t  the room, I found that I could not shut the door 
behind her, I had to summon help from three of the school chi ldren 
to help me push the door shut . I remember saying to the c l a s s, 'It 
must be very windy today!' Virginia was not dis tres s ed at thi s 
time . I then mentioned to the c lass o f  what the headmaster had 
told me to say, and I found that the c las s was very respons ive and 
qui te supportive . 

The Vibrat ing Table l 
Margare t goe s  on to explain . . . . . .. The most unnerving thing that 

I experienced in the c la s sroom, was when on one occas ion I was 
• s itting behind my large oak table, Virginia was standing at the 

o ther s ide o f  the table with her hands c lasped f irmly behind her 
back . Suddenly, a large blackboard pointer c ane which was lying 
f lat on my table, started to vibrate. At f irst it was vibrating 
slowly, then increased as the seconds wore on . I s at trans f ixed 
looking at thi s . Then the table, which was quite a heavy one, 
s tarted to r i s e  up very s lowly into the air and a l s o  vibrate . I 
put my hands on the table and tried to push it back down but with 
no succes s . I was quite horr i f ied . But it didn't stop there . The 
table cont inued to vibrate as it hovered a few inches o f f  the 
f loor . Then the table 'rotated 90 degrees', so  that where I had 
moments be fore sat behind the long edge o f  the table, the table had 
rotated so that its narrow edge was now directly in front o f  my 
stomach . I looked up at Virginia, and saw that she was quite 
di stre s s ed, and I remember her saying . . . .  'Please Mis s, I'm not 
do ing that, honest I'm not . '  I calmed her down . Just then, a bowl 
of  bulbs shot straight acro s s  the table . .. 

Margaret went on to discuss with me, other aspects o f  strange 
events within the c las sroom and informed me that obj ects, inc luding 
schoo l j o tters, would ri se up into the air and move away from the 
direction o f  where Virginia was at the time . These obj ects never 
seemed to move towards Virginia, they always moved in a direction 
away from her! Margaret also informed me that she had noticed that 
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strange things seemed to occur on a 28 day cyc le! 

Supportive c lassmates .  
When events real ly got underway, the pres s hounded poor 

Virginia at school, but thankful ly Virginia's c las smates were very 
supportive to her. As the pres s-men gathered at the school gates, 
a girl c las smate of Virginia who looked somewhat s imi lar, put on 
Virginia's coat and rushed from the school going in a di f ferent 
direction from where Virginia l ived. Hot in pursuit, were a merry 
band of pressmen. Margaret also mentioned to me, that she too was 
hounded by the press who continual ly pushed her for detai l s. One 
funny story which Margaret recol lects, was when on one occasion, a 
certain lady c ame up to her and said, .. Can I touch you?.. Who then 
proceeded to inform Margaret that she was one of God's chosen 
one's! Margaret even had a letter from a Witch Doctor from Africa 
who told her to, .. pound down some bones and dance over them . . . 
This, she was told, might get rid of Virginia's ghosts! ! The 
Church of Scotland arrived at Criagbank Primary School and held a 
service in the c lassroom, not an exorc ism, Margaret explained. 
This however, fai led to work, and the events continued in their 
absurdity. Margaret conc luded our discus s ion on the phone by 
saying ...... These events rea l ly did happen Mr. Robinson, I remember 
them as though it was yesterday. I'l l  never ever forget them ... 

A major witness rec ol l ec ts .  
Through further research, I uncovered another maj or witnes s to 

the events in the Campbel l  home, a Mr. james Carruthers, 
( pseudonym) who at the time of the poltergei st event, was highly 
involved with the s ituation surrounding young Virginia, and was a 
regular attendee at the Campbel l's home. He has asked that I do 
not divulge his name even though his name was regularly used in the 
pres s at the time. We at SPI respect thi s  wi sh. Here i s  what Mr. 
Carruthers had to say to me over the phone .... 110n one occas ion, I 
was in Virginia's bedroom with a number of other individual s. I 
was standing c lose to the bed, in which Virginia was lying in, she 
had the covers up to her chin. Suddenly I observed the covers 
making a 'rippl ing movement', from the bottom of the bed up to 
Virginia's chin. I am of the opinion that Virginia did not produce 
this ef fect, there was no movement below the covers, i.e. from her 
legs, j ust thi s  pecul iar 'rippl ing' ef fect running up and down the 
top bed-cover ... 

James continues ..... . Seconds later, I then observed the p i l low 
next to Virginia which had been plumped up, suddenly take what 
appeared to be, the shape of a person's head. A c lear indentation 
of the pil low was seen by mysel f and others in the room. Now 
during thi s  time, strange knockings, hangings, scratching and what 
sounded like sawing noi ses, were coming from a l l  over the room. 
You couldn't real ly pinpoint the exact sources of the noi se. It 
was coming from everywhere ! Most unusual, was the sound of what 
appeared to be l ike, a ping-pong bal l  constantly being bounced. 
Virginia was quite di stressed by a l l  thi s. 

110n another occas ion when the Church Of Scotland were in 
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attendance at the home, the noi ses, these hangings and rappings, 
intens ified during the exorc i sm ceremony, they were real ly loud I 
remember, when church members started s inging The Lord ' s  My 
Shepherd . .. 

James went on to say . . . . .. Someone mentioned at thi s  time that 
animals, are to some degree psychic. So I dec ided to test thi s  
theory and took my pet dog along to the Campbel l  house and even 
though the s ame knockings and rappings could be heard in Virginia ' s  
bedroom, my dog was at no time disturbed by it a l l. My feel ings on 
the matter are that these events have nothing to do with ghosts or 
spirits. I be l ieve that the shift in environment from a rural 
farming community l ife in Ireland, leaving behind friends and such, 
and coming over to Scotland, was in a sense, a bit of a trauma, and 
that somehow thi s  suppressed emotion external i zed to obj ects and 
items c lose to Virginia . .. 

Mr. Carruthers also stated to me during thi s  phone c a l l, that 
he remembers see ing a diary kept by the unc le of Virginia at that 
time, in which was an entry which stated that marks appeared and 
disappeared on Virginia ' s  hands. At no time, Mr. Carruthers s aid, 
did I ever witnes s  thi s. 

I must admit that I had hoped for a better response to my 
request for people to contact me with information on thi s  case from 
the readers of the Al loa Adverti ser. But of course the fact could 
be that many people as soc iated with the case, may have moved on, 
and any that are left, may be reluctant to talk! Back in 1 9 8 7 when 
I first took on looking at thi s  case again, I interviewed two 
former c las smates of Virginia who more or less  con f irmed the events 
of which the ir teacher had experienced. 

Clos ing summary:. 

So in conc lus ion then, I ' ve enj oyed my reapprai sal of 
Scotland ' s  most famous poltergei st event. My te lephone call to 
Virginia ' s  former teacher was very i l luminating. How I wi shed that 
I had been in Virginia ' s  c la s s  at. that time! Whether you subscribe 
to the be l i e f  that spirits were involved here, or, 

·
as  Mr. 

Carruthers mentioned, that Virgini� herself through suppressed 
emotion somehow caused these events to occur, i s  a matter of some 
debate. What i s  abundantly c lear, i s  the fact that thes e  events 
did occur and were witne s s ed by sound and very rel i able high 
standing people in the community. The vi l lage of Sauchie was, as 
the Al loa Adverti ser so aptly described, descended upon by swarms 
of the pre s s  l ike one of the plague s  of Egypt. 

And me, what do I bel ieve? We l l  the state that the world ' s  in 
right now, there must be countless mi l l ions suf fering from 
suppressed emotion, and I don ' t  think that strange events are 
occurring to them. Dr. Ni sbet who attended Virginia, s aw a heavy 
linen chest ri se up from the floor, now it would take some 
suppressed emotion to cause that ! Suppressed emotion or 
Poltergei st? We could argue about it all  day. Whether its one or 
the other, or a combination of both, one thing ' s  for sure, these 
things are so fasc inating that they demand the utmost attention and 
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investigation. 
particular c ase. 

It's a pity that SPI weren't around dur ing thi s  

Sti l l , there's always the next one! 

Submitted by and reprinted with permis s ion by : Mal c o lm Robinson , 
SPI and Enigmas , 4 1  The Braes , Tul l ibody , C lackmannanshire , 
Scotland FK1 0 2 TT . 

NEW ISSUE 
OUT NOW 

WEIRD NEW JERSEY #4 Is now available. Thanks to 
everyone tor writing and letting me know that I'm not the 
only one who gets Into all of this! Everyone who is on the 
mailing list tor Issue #3 is receiving this postcard. If 1 don't 
hear from you, l'll assume you no longer wish to be on the 
mailing list. Each mailing list starts new with each issue 
14 is avallable.tor $5 in Check or M/0 made payable t� 
Mark Sceurman. Weird New Jersey, P.O. Box 1346 
Bloomfield, N.J. 07003. 

' 

IN ISSUE #4: 
• THE HUBCAP TREE 

• THE NJ AL T AHA BUG 
•STRANGE TUBES IN 

RED BANK 
•LAWN OF 1000 

MILK BOTTLES 

• THE SANDYSTON 
CHAMBER 

•GHOSTS, GHOSTS, 
GHOSTS 

• THE BRAU KETTLE 

·MIDGETVILLE 

• THE CORRECTIONS 
MUSEUM 

•INDIAN BURIAL 
GROUNDS 

•THE HANGING HEAD OF 
CEDAR GROVE 

•OLD TOMBSTONES 

·UNKNOWN WOMAN 
OF RAHWAY 

•AUTO GRAVEYARDS 
•UNPUBLISHED PHOTO 
OF THE HINDENBURG 
and dozens more! 
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Opinion Polls 

Bader B .  Altattan of Alomariyah, Kuwa it writes , 11TO he lp improve 
the quality of your news letter, please note these po inters : 1) It 
needs an index for the main artic les o f  the news letter in front o f  
it, 2 )  it needs more ads that have to cover the most phenomenon o f  
paranormal l ike hypnoti sm, Bigfoot, Loch Nes s  monster, spiritual 
mediumship, psychic surgery, Yoga, mind over matter, Third eye, 
thoughtography, etc . ,  3 )  Some ads can be done by partic ipation with 
readers ( individual ads) , 4 )  it needs more pictures and photographs 
to explain and c lari fy each artic le, 5) Some artic les can be done 
by partic ipation with readers ( individual artic les) , 6) you c an put 
your news letter emblem or the s ign over both the front and back 
cover, 7)  the back cover wi ll  be advantageous when applying the 
articles that wi l l  cover with next i s sue, 8 )  o f  course by adding 
some facts some l ike di seases, . characters, food, sex, c ars, movie s, 
etc . plus some main te lephone numbers that readers always in need 
l ike hospitals, pol ice, f ire, etc . wi l l  be useful and 9 )  putting 
some questions for readers in your news letter and put the answers 
in next i s sue . .. 
( Editors note : As long as this news letter i s  cal led Ghost Trackers 

News letter , there wi l l  be no art ic les unrelated to those topics 
such as ghost s ,  haunt ings , poltergeists or l i fe after death . ) 

Jan Kleivo of Worth, I l l inoi s . comment s ,  11I f ind it very informative 
and is · exc e l l ent for good reading . .. 

Catherine Conrad from Coqu i l le ,  Oregon says , .. When you send the 
xeroxed newspaper artic le s  ( Contributing membership } it might be 
help ful i f  you inc lude the date o f  the articles publ ication as we l l  
a s  the newspaper o f  origin . .. 
( Editors note : Most newspaper c l ippings for Contribut ing members 

have the newspaper of origin and dates . Some of the earl ier 
art ic les might not have that informat ion . Sorry, however a l l  new 
art ic les retrieved from newspapers wi l l  have a l l  re levant 
informat ion . ) 

THE WILD PLACES 
- a new jounaal of the paraaonnal 

UfOa, etop cllclea, ghoa .. , Spltl&uallam, vhtlona, 

aliena, gulclea, .. orcllm and much more. 
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Book Revi ews 

America ' s  Rest less Ghost s : Photographic Evidence of Life After 
Death by Bans Hol zer ( Longmeadow Press , 2 0 1  Bigh Ridge Rd . ,  
St�ord , CT . 0 6 9 0 4 , 1 9 9 3 , hardcover, 1 7 6  pages , I SBN :  0 - 6 8 1 - 4 52 3 1 -
5 )  . 

Thi s  book was original ly publ i shed under the title o f  Psychic 
Photography : Threshold of a New Sc ience quite a number o f  years 
ago . Whi le thi s  book might be the def initive wr iting on spirit 
photography , it has many maj or shortcomings . One of the most 
aggravat ing annoyances is the constant f low of mi s spel led words , 
obvious ly the respons ible o f  proo f - readers which let several dozen 
s l ip through , i f  it was even proo f - read at a l l . 

Secondly , s ince I have examined several hundred a l leged spirit 
photographs mysel f in my capac ity of President o f  the GRS , I f ind 
many o f  the s o - c a l led authentic photographs in thi s  book to have a 
natural and non-paranormal explanation . For instance pictures 
numbered 1 3 , 1 4 , 42 , 44 and 4 5  are very def initely movement of the 
camera due to very low l ight conditions and long exposure settings . 
# 2 4 , 2 6 , 2 7 , 2 8 , and 3 2  are superimpos itions or double-exposures o f  
some manner . Photographs # 2 2  and 2 3  are most l ikely f lash bounc ing 
o f f  the l iving subj ect . Picture # 1 9  i s  a s imple des ign in the 
wal lpaper and not a discarnate entity and photograph # 7 7  was 
def ini tely taken wi th a f lash even though the author says it 
wasn ' t .  There are many tel l -tale benchmarks for my p ictorial 
comments . 

Many o f  the spirit photographs have l iving people pictured in 
them and when those l iving people are not centered in the middle o f  
the frame ,  it ' s  always suspect when something paranormal then 
appears in the frame . It ' s  almost as though the photographer must 
del iberately leave some extra room in the frame so he/ she c an add 
the paranormal extra in a later proces s . There are perhaps no more 
than a dozen good photographs in the entire book that bear looking 
into further . Whi le I don ' t  blame the author for the pictures , I 
do ques tion his gul l ib i l ity in j umping to conc lus ions . 

Otherwi se the book i s  entertaining . Rated a 4 in a 1 - 1 0  
scale . 
Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 

C ivi l War Ghost Stories & Legends by Nancy Robert s ( Univers i ty of 
South Carol ina Press , 1 9 9 2 , softbound , 1 8 3  pages , I SBN :  0 - 8 7 2 4 9 -
8 52 - 2 ) 

The most recent book by Nancy Roberts , recent member o f  the 
GRS , and a very good addition to anyone ' s  l ibrary . Thi s  book 
combines my interests in ghost stories and legends with the Civi l 
War which I ' m highly invo lved with . When the two meet in one 
c o l lec tion ,  it def initely peaks my interest ! 

Several chapters touch on Civi l War locations where I 
persona l ly vi s ited inc luding Freder icksburg , Gettysburg , Richmond 
and Harper ' s  Ferry . 

There does tend to be more legends than actual ghost stories 
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however but the book i s  very readable and coupled with Roberts 
writing style which has c arried her through so many proj ects in the 
past , it more than makes up for any shortcomings . I espec ial ly 
enj oyed the chapters ;  The Hauntings at Fort Monroe , Andersonvil l e ' s  
Ghost Raiders , Ghost Frightens New Engl anders and The Haunting o f  
McRaven . 

A few impres s ional picture s  highlight the stories within . 
Rated a 6 in a 1 - 1 0  scale . 

Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 
* • • • • • • * • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • * • • • 

Supernatural Invest igat ion by Michae l Wi l l iams ( Bossiney Books , 
St . Teath, Bodmin, Cornwal l ,  United Kingdom, 1 9 9 3 ,  softbound , 9 6  
pages , $ 6 . 5 0 O . S . , I SBN :  0 94 8 1 5 8 - 8 5 - 4 ) 

A very nice c o l lection o f  supernatural stories from the United 
Kingdom by Mr . Wi l l iams! His col lection is superbly i l lustrated 
with pictures and drawings inc luding one o f  the author hims e l f and 
also Mr . Tom Perrott , Chairman o f  the Ghost Club and Area Research 
Director for the GRS . 

Bes ide s the ghostly tales within , Mr . Wi l l iams a l s o  touches 
on , Time S l ips , ghostly mus ic and vo ic e s , superstition , dreams , 
equine ghosts and explanations from other ghost researchers on 
their interpretation o f  what exactly a ghost i s . Espec i a l ly 
interesting i s  the chapter on the haunted Theater Royal in Bath 
which I had a chance to see while in England mysel f  in 1 9 8 7 .  

Another great addition to my col lection o f  Eng l i sh ghost tales 
and one o f  many written by Mr . Wi l l iams . Very wel l  done! Rated a 
7 in a 1 - 1 0  scale . 

Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 
• • • • • e e • • • e a. a. • • • a. a. a. • a. a. a. a. @ a. a. & a. @ @ @ a. 
World ' s  Wei rdest 11 True 11 Ghost Stories by John Beckett ( Sterl ing 
Publ ishing Company, Inc . ,  3 87 Park Ave . South, New York, NY .  1 0 0 16 , 
1 9 9 1 ,  softbound, 9 6  pages , $ 3 . 9 5 ,  I SBN :  0 - 8 0 6 9 - 84 1 1 - 2 ) 

Another sma l l  c o l lection o f  ghost stories from around the 
world , many which have been told and reto ld in many other books and 
others which have been premiered here for the f irst time in my 
recol lection . 

Ones that have received the ir share o f  attention in other 
ghostly c o l l ections inc lude the story o f  the Eng l i sh miner from 
Si lverwood Col l iery in Yorkshire who encountered the fac e l e s s  miner 
in a lower level shaft , the march of the phantom Roman s o ldiers in 
the basement of the Treasurer ' s  House in York , the Rosenheim , 
Germany poltergei st case and a few others . 

However , quite a number o f  the stories are new to the reader 
inc luding the story o f  Jul ia Buccola Peta from Mt . Carmel Cemetery 
in Hi l l s ide ,  I l l inoi s  who was unearthed s ix years a fter her death 
and found in a per fect state o f  preservation and even another from 
the Chicago area , " Re surrection Mary .. , the hitchhiking ghost seen 
s ince 1 9 3 1 or so . 
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No pictures grace the pages but plenty o f  i l lustrations by 
Steve Hayhurst he lp to te l l  the tales . A nice book and hope ful ly 
it ' s  sti l l  in print . Write to the publi sher i f  interested . Rated 
a 6 in a 1 - 1 0 scale . 

Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
America ' s  Mysterious Places by Bans Hol zer ( Longmeadow Press , 2 0 1  
High Ridge Rd . ,  Stamford , CT . 0 6 9 0 4 , 8 0 0 - 3 2 2 - 2 0 0 0 ,  Dept . 7 0 8 , 1 9 9 2 , 
hardcover, 1 8 3  pages , I SBN :  0 - 6 8 1 - 4 1 57 1 - 1 )  

As the plug on the back cover indicates , ' America ' s  Mysterious 
Places explores more than 7 5  di f ferent locales in a search for 
the ir secrets . I be l ieve thi s  book was also reprinted from an 
earlier title by Mr . Ho l z er . 

Much nicer than the other book reviewed in thi s  i s sue o f  Ghost 
Trackers , it ' s  ful l  o f  photographs of the locations written about . 
However , some o f  those photographs are a bit outdated espec i a l ly 
the rai lroad tracks at the Maco cro s s ing in North Carol ina . In 
1 9 8 3 , the GRS inve stigated the s ite only to f ind that the tracks 
had been removed about a year earlier . Sti l l  it ' s  nice to see what 
the area used to look l ike long ago . 

In fac t , talking about e11-ough photographs , many o f  the stories 
are only a paragraph or two in length whi l e  the photograph f i l l s  
the remainder o f  the page . The book not only inc ludes ghostly 
tales , but Fortean phenomena , unusual places , sacred s ites and 
legends . 

An overs ized hardcover but we l l  worth the investment . Rated 
a 7 in a 1 - 1 0  scale . 

Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 
# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # 
Demon Deaths by Brad Steiger ( Berkley Books , 2 0 0  Madi son Ave . , New 
York, NY .  1 0 0 1 6 , 2 12 - 9 5 1 - 8 8 0 0 ,  1 9 9 1 ,  paperback ,  2 0 2  pages , $ 4 . S O ,  
I SBN :  0 - 4 2 5 - 1 3 0 8 6 -X )  

An interesting title by Mr . Ste iger , internationa l ly known 
psychic re searcher and hi s wi fe Sherry Hansen Ste iger , concerning 
grave robbing , cult ki l l ings , ritual torture a l l  in the name o f  
Satan and devi l worship . 

It inc ludes chapters on the Charles Manson cult , the 
fasc ination Jayne Mans f ield and Abigail Fo lger had in the occult 
and Satanism and even those who tortured .and ki l l ed because they 
heard Demonic voices te l l ing them to do so . 

A lot o f  work and research probably went into the writing o f  
thi s  book because o f  a l l  the re ferences to past Satanic crime s , 
c anni lba l l i sm and animal sacri f ic e  that the author c o l lected in the 
making o f  hi s po int for the book . 

A bit o f f  the beaten track as far as ghost books and reviews 
go , but sti l l  somewhat interrelated as a whole . A very good book . 
A bit hard to start o f f  reading , but harder to put down as the 
evidence mounts . Rated a 6 in a 1 - 1 0  scale . 
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Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 

Ghost s ,  Ghouls & Gobl ins : Twi l ight Dwel lers of Colorado by MaryJoy 
Mart in ( Pruett Publ ishing Company, Boulder, Colorado , 1 9 8 5 ,  
softcover ,  1 6 7  pages , $ 1 1 . 9 5 ,  I SBN : 0 - 87 1 0 8 - 6 8 6 - 7 ) 

Thi s  regional col lec t ion o f  gho s t  s tories was s t i l l  in print 
as late as the end of 1 9 9 3  and I ordered it direc t ly from the 
publ i shers . As a great col lec tor o f  regional gho s t  s tories , I j us t  
had t o  have thi s  book for my col lection and I'm sure glad that I 
ordered i t  because i t's the f irst book that I have found that goes 
into great de tai l concerning the phantom blue gho s t  l ight s  o f ten 
reported in S i lver Cl i f f  Cemetery in Colorado . 

Whi le always fasc inated by these elus ive spheres o f  l ight , the 
author nicely explains the early history o f  S i lver Cl i f f  and a l l  
the s tories i n  the book as wel l  as the paranormal occurrence s  and 
eye wi tne s s e s  to the various events . 

From ghos t l ight s  to phantom trains to headless highwaymen to 
the spec tral as soc iates of mining men thi s  book dea l s  wi th the 
early s tories and later edi tions of the Rocky Mountain S tate \ in 
detai l. The author should ·be compl imented for her vigi lance in 
digging up the s tories and inc luding a Bibl iography in the back o f  
the book for further re ference. 

Very good as regional gho s t  books go . Rated a 6 in a 1 - 1 0  
scale . 

Reviewed by : Dale Kac zmarek 
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C l as s i f i ed 

BRINCADEIRAS 'l'OKENS OP ENCBAN'l'MENT catalog features a col lec t ion o f  
i tems inspired by nature and mys t i c i sm - herbal soaps & o i l s , 
handcraf ted j ewelry , charms , candles & more . Wri te for FREE Gi f t  
and Catalog to : Brincadei ras , PO Box 1 6 8 8 ,  Greenevi l le ,  TN .  3 7 7 4 4 . 

PSYCHIC PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER : Enj oyable informative resource on a 
variety o f  Me taphys ical and New Age subj ec t s . Bi -monthly 
publ ication . One year subscription $ 1 5 ; two year subscrip tion $ 2 5 . 
PO Box 4 1 8 , Woodmere , NY .  1 1 5 9 8 . 

THE EAGLE ' S  SPIRIT , monthly News letter i s  now seeking New Age 
wri ters , poets and art i s t s . Query for guide l ines . Subscrip tions 
avai lable for $ 1 0  per year . 9 17 1 / 2 6 th S t . ,  Clarks ton , WA . 
9 9 4 0 3 . Call : ( 5 0 9 ) 7 5 8 - 5 82 5 . 

JOIN THE COUN'l' DRACULA FAN CLUB . Sample Journal , B i tes & Pieces or 
Letterz ine ( whichever is current ) and ful l  membership information 
$ 4 . 0 0 .  Check or money order to : Dracula Unl imited , PHN , 2 9  
Washington Square , New York , NY .  1 0 0 1 1  U . S . A .  

Because o f  serious economic mi s fortunes Spirit i st Publ icat ions i s  
in a great deal o f  di f f icu l ty and unl e s s  they can f ind s ome 
bene fac tors soon , they wi l l  be forced to di scont inue publ i shing 
" Voices From Spi r i t  Magaz ine " .  We are desperately looking for 
someone that wi l l  make us a $ 5 , 0 0 0  no interes t  loan to be paid back 
in sma l l  ins tal lment s  over several years . Thi s  loan wi l l  no t give 
the bene fac tor a great deal o f  material bene f i t , but wi l l  certainly 
bring them many bles s ings from The Spi r i t  Realm from Thos e  who have 
been served over the years by our publ icat ion . I f  you are 
interes ted in helping , wri te : Rev . Speaker Gerald Po l ley ,  PO Box 
5 1 0 4 , E l l sworth ,  ME . 0 4 6 0 5 , or call us at ( 2 0 7 ) 6 6 7 - 8 0 1 5 . Don ' t let 
the Light O f  Truth fade away in the world . 

CATALYST i s  the New Age Direc tory Limi ted Edi tion o f  the mos t  
extens ive , unique resource o f  New Age /Metaphysical ne tworking 
news letter s , publ ications , book reports and unique produc t s  from 
U . S .  and overseas . $ 7 . 9 5 & $ 2 . 0 0 pos tage /handl ing to : PO Box 
6 7 0 02 2 , Marietta , GA . 3 0 0 6 6 . 

THE GHOST TRACKERS NEWSLETTER I S  STILL LOOKING FOR ARTISTS l l l  We 
desperately need art i s t s  for artwork and/or cover des igns . I f  
interes ted seen query for further informat ion and cover des ign 
dimens ions to : GRS , PO Box 2 0 5 ,  Oak Lawn, IL . 6 0 4 54 - 0 2 0 5 . Artwork 
that is accepted wi l l  be featured prominently in the news l e t ter 
wi th ful l  and proper credi t given and FREE i s sues in which artwork 

, appears . We are also looking for submi s s ions for art i c les and 
those interes ted in wr i t ing a regular column as wel l . Please query 
for wri ter ' s  guide l ines ! 
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Most organ ized and co mp l e te 
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New Age Sourcebook 
You r  Guide to Enli htenment 

• What organizations specialize in Astrology? 
• Where can !find a museum dedicated to UFO 's ? 
• Who are the leading experts in the field of hypnotism ? 
• What centers promote the practice of holistic health ? 
• Which magazines offer information for P5ychics ? 
• What stores sell the best crystals ? 
• Which schools teach m editation ? 
• Where can I purchase a tape on dreams ?  

Now you can get answers to al l  these questions and 
thousands more j ust by turn ing the pages of, 

Parapsychology New Age And The Occult ­
A Source Encyclopedia 

It contains more than 1 0 ,000 hard-to-find sources and 

1 993 edition 536 pages $24.95 covers 6 2  top i c s  from Astro l o gy to Y o ga . It's also 

loaded with information on Holistic Health . Search out 

your sources by category ( such as schools, products, centers, music, etc . )  or in the easy-to-use 
topic index. Find even more sources in the extensive bibliography or periodical sections and in 

the Publishers Index. Have a New Age product or service to sell? Market it using this 

remarkable New Age sourcebook. 

Its Your Complete Guide to the New Age 

O rd e r  It Today from your lo cal  bookstore or dire ctly from 
Reference Press • P . O .  Box 4 1 26, Greenwich, CT 06830  

800-786-6777 X 1 52 • 203-629-4900 


